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the last terminates with Emile's marriage. Rousseau's
first principle is that man is by nature good, therefore the
business of education is to remove everything which is
likely to stand in the way of the development of the
human nature. Therefore education must only be
negative. The object of education is not to form a
citizen but a man. The poor man requires no education
because he is sufficiently educated by the condition of
his lot; on tlfe oth?r hand th5 rich man must be educated
for all the circumstances of life. There are three forces
which educate a man: nature, men, and things ; of these
only the second is in our power.
The earliest education is physical, and begins imme-
diately after birth. We ought to satisfy all the physical
wants of a child because they are natural, and allowmo
restraint of physical freedom by unnatural compulsion,
such as swaddling clothes or the like. But at the same
time we must draw a careful distinction between natural
wants and imaginary wants ; those, for instance, of which
the child demands the satisfaction by crying, and which
have their, foundation in temper. These we must pay no
attention to, as they will grow into a habit In this begins
our first attempt at moral Education.. For this reason it
is important to study the speech, gestures, and looks of
children.
The second period of childhood begins with speech.
We must not begin to think too early of the child's future
destination, but to allow the infant to amuse itself with
childish games. Suffer the child to gratify its wishes as
far as you can, for nature has given it the power of grati-
fying the wishes which are suitable to its age. The hap-
piness of men upon earth depends upon the equilibrium
between will and can. On this also depends his free-
dom, and freedom is the highest blessing. This is the

